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KYEA UPDATES

A big welcome to the 16 new members of the YLF family!

The 2006 Youth Leadership Forum was recently held on June 13-17. Sixteen energetic, motivated young adult leaders endured a week of fun activities, new friendships, successful speakers, lots of transformation, and great moments to become YLF graduates! First, we would like to congratulate all of our new alumni and say “welcome to the family!” We would also like to thank all of the wonderful volunteers who spent their week with us and helped to create the magic of YLF that we all love.

To all of the 2006 delegates, please stay in contact with us at KYEA, and let us know of any changes in your address or other contact information. You will continue to receive various information from us, throughout the year, relating to KYEA events or other local or national events. We encourage you all to stay involved and check in with us frequently as we love to hear from you! You can also stay up to date on important news by visiting the YLF website at www.ksylf.org. We will be adding a whole YLF 2006 section to the website soon, with lots of pictures, quotes, and other great memories! To create this section, WE NEED YOUR HELP! We need quotes from ’06 alumni telling about the impact of your experience at YLF. Please feel free to tell everything from your favorite moment to what was the biggest lesson that you learned. If you have a something to say, please send your comments about YLF 2006 to Carrie at carrieg@kyea.org. 

Also, YLF ’06 Alumni, we will soon be sending you a group picture and your portrait with your mentor. A video of memories from this past year is also in the works, so look for it later in the year.

In the meantime, again, we would just like to welcome all of the new alumni and new volunteers to the YLF family!

YLF Reunion Newsletter to be published!

Five years later… 151 lives changed! See just how much many of our YLF graduates from ’01 to ‘05 have changed over the years. KYEA will be publishing a special edition newsletter focused on the YLF reunion that was held this past January. Read updates on many of our alumni and see pictures from the weekend events of the reunion. This newsletter will be sent to alumni from 2001 to 2005. Look for it, coming VERY soon in your mailbox!

LOCAL UPDATES

Don’t miss out on a “Day at the Lake” in the Kansas City area

Are you looking for some summer recreation activities? Do you enjoy outdoor water sports? Then “A Day at the Lake” is just for you! The Rehabilitation Institute of Kansas City is hosting a water sports clinic and outing for persons with disabilities. The activities will take place on Friday, July 14 from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm at Crow’s Creek Landing at Smithville Lake. So, who can participate? Individuals with physical disabilities, who require specialized equipment or assistance to participate in water sports. This is a great opportunity to get out and meet other people in the disability community! If you are interested in participating, please contact the event coordinator, Renee Hughes at 816-751-7738. You may also visit the Rehab. Institute website for more information at www.rehabkc.org.

NATIONAL UPDATES

Upcoming conference call hosted by NYLN

The National Youth Leadership Network (NYLN) is the national voice for young leaders with disabilities. Every four months, NYLN hosts a conference call on an important topic relating to young adults with disabilities. The upcoming July conference call is on the topic of Moving Up the Leadership Ladder: You’re involvement in organizations. This call will be held on July 11 at 6:30 pm Central Time. The call is completely free and open to anyone who has an interest.

Come and join this teleconference/web cast to hear about:

· Youth experiences on joining different organizations

· Organizational leaders talk about how you can join their organizations

· How organizations are beneficial

· And much, much more

To sign up, please go to www.nyln.org or contact Elizabeth Guerrero at guerrere@pdx.edu or 1-866-480-6565 (press 1). You can participate by calling a toll-free telephone number or going on-line.

ADAPT announces first-ever Youth Summit!

Live Your History… Feel Your Power… Change Your World!

The National ADAPT is calling all young, emerging leaders with disabilities! Are you a new advocate (18-30 years old) looking for some training from advocates with years of experience in Direct Action organizing? ADAPT is looking for youth who are excited about creating change and fighting for the rights of people with disabilities. If you fit that description, then you should attend the National ADAPT Youth Summit. The Summit will take place on September 8-10, 2006 in Washington, DC. 

At the summit, you will...
· Meet many disability rights activists of all ages. 
· Learn how nonviolence has been used in the history of the disability rights movement. 
· Practice using different kinds of nonviolent action to create change on problems that matter to YOU and your community. 
To attend the Summit, you must fill out an application and be selected. Only 10-15 people will be selected for this experience, so respond soon! The application can be found at www.adapt.org/freeourpeople/download/adaptbrain06a.htm. For more information, please contact Rahnee Patrick at 312-663-1292 or rahneek@yahoo.com. Or, contact our very own Cecil Walker at 316-283-5170 or CecilW@northviewdsi.com. Also, see the attached brochure for more information.
Scholarship Program for College Students with Disabilities

The Washington Center for Internships and Academic Seminars is pleased to announce it will continue to help increase employment for students with disabilities through an academic internship program. Through a partnership with the U.S. Department of Labor's Office of Disability Employment Policy, The Washington Center is working to help students develop leadership skills and gain valuable work experience in public service. The Washington Center will complement students' professional experience with solid academic training for credit from highly qualified instructors. In addition, students will be exposed to community, national and international leaders through workshops, seminars, lectures, embassy visits and networking events held throughout the course of each semester. 

The Washington Center is able to provide a total of 50 competitive scholarship awards in the amount of $8,500 for each eligible student with disabilities interested in working in the executive, judicial or legislative branches of the federal government during the fall 2006 and spring 2007 semesters (scholarships are not available in the summer).  

Who Should Apply?

Applicants Must:

· Be enrolled full-time in an accredited college or university 
· Be at least a second semester sophomore at the time of the internship 
· Have at least a 2.75 GPA 
· Show proof that they will receive academic credit for the internship 
· Be a U.S. Citizen 
· Self-identify as a person with a disability as defined by the American with Disabilities Act (ADA). 
Applications are available at: www.twc.edu/students/how_to_apply.shtml. All applications are due on November 15, 2006. For more information, contact: Ms. Roshni D. Lal at 202-336-7567 or roshniL@twc.edu. You can also visit the Washington Center website at www.twc.edu.

Hope you all have a wonderful, exciting summer!
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NATIONAL ADAPT


YOUTH SUMMIT


September 8-10, 2006


Washington, D.C.





... their protest started a movement that made public transportation all over the country accessible for people with disabilities.





what will 


YOU 


do to 


CHANGE THE WORLD?





in 1979, nineteen youth with disabilities in 


denver, colorado 


parked their wheelchairs 


in front of two inaccessible city buses to stop them from moving…





WHAT IS THE ADAPT YOUTH SUMMIT?





The National ADAPT Youth Summit is a call to young, emerging leaders with disabilities!  At the summit, you will...


Meet many disability rights       activists of all ages.


Learn how nonviolence has been used in the history of the disability rights movement.


Practice using different kinds of nonviolent action to create change on problems that matter to YOU and your community.


ADAPT is a national organization of people with disabilities who fight for freedom and equality for all people with disabilities.  Following the     examples set by people like Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr., ADAPT uses peaceful protest and other methods of nonviolent action to fight for our rights!








FREE OUR PEOPLE!!





Rahnee Patrick�600 S. Dearborn #206�Chicago, IL   60605


60605





Phone: (312) 663-1292�E-mail: rahneek@yahoo.com





Because there are only a few spaces available, you will need to fill out the application included with this       brochure and mail it to:








All applications must be received by July 31, 2006.


If you need an application sent to you in a different format or you have any questions about the summit, please call or e-mail Rahnee:
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HOW CAN I SIGN UP TO GO?





The summit will begin on Friday    evening, September 8, and end on Sunday afternoon, September 10.     Participants are strongly encouraged to stay for the National ADAPT action in D.C. from Monday, September 11 to Saturday, September 16.





WHEN IS IT HELD?





WHO CAN GO TO THE    SUMMIT?





Any young person with a disability between the ages of 18 and 30 is welcome to apply!  We are looking for youth who are open to new      experiences and excited about         creating change and fighting for the rights of people with disabilities.


(Please note: this summit is not just for  youth  who use wheelchairs; any young person with any type of disability can apply!!)








